Comparison of giant cell granuloma of the jaw and non-ossifying fibroma.
The present investigation concerns 113 patients with peripheral giant cell granulomas, 52 patients with central giant cell granulomas and 18 patients with non-ossifying fibromas of the long bones. The purpose was to analyze the possible equivalence of central giant cell granulomas with non-ossifying fibromas. Non-ossifying fibromas occur at a lower mean age than central giant cell granulomas and moreover, although central giant cell granulomas may exhibit areas that are histologically similar to non-ossifying fibromas, the presence of other features, especially bone formation, warrants a recognition of central giant cell granulomas and non-ossifying fibromas as separate entities.